THE  WARS   OF  RELIGION
arguments. Now that the Church was reformed in a traditional
sense, it possessed the means of making itself respected and obeyed
by the laity. It ceased to be catholic (universal) in the strict
sense of the word, but it strengthened its authority over the
greater part of the Christians of the West.
The Roman Catholic Church dates from the Council of Trent.
It differs profoundly from the Church of the Middle Ages in the
methodical organization of its institutions, such as the seminaries
where young ecclesiastics are efficaciously prepared for their
functions as priests, the preaching of sermons, which give the laity
constant religious instruction, the catechism, which brings theology
even into the education of children, the direction of consciences,
which awakens the religious vocation, and the Society of Jesus,
which maintains obedience to the Holy See.
jthe  wars  of  religion
Since the days of Charlemagne religious authority had been so
closely bound up with that of the sovereign that the religious
crisis of the Reformation provoked a political crisis in every land.
In France this took the form of a civil war lasting for thirty-six
years, with a number of interruptions, whence it has been known
as the 'Wars of Religion3.
The king's authority would have been strong enough to impose
the Church of his choice upon the whole nation, as happened in
England; but the hesitations of the royal Government gave time
for the creation of a Calvinist party capable of armed resistance.
A large number of gentlemen and lords had entered it who owned
great domains, castles, and fortified houses and were in the habit
of riding and wielding the sword. Some of them held high office
about the court or in the royal army and maintained an escort
of gentlemen and armed servants. These formed a force under
the protection of which the bourgeois and peasants of the
neighbourhood could organize their Church and celebrate their
worship.
The war broke out spontaneously as the result of an accidental
massacre of Calvinists and took the form of groupings of armed
men belonging to either side, at a time when the court was at
Fontainebleau with the young king.   The Guises, the leaders of
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